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U.P. HIGHER EDUCATION SERVICES COMMISSION, ALLAHABD

ANCIENT INDIAN HISTORY
(Subject Code-31)

1- Sources :

Archaeological Sources

Exploration, excavation, epigraphy, numismatics, monuments

Literary Sources

Indigenous : Primary and Secondary — problems of dating, myths, legends, poetry,
scientific literature, literature in regional languages, religious literature.

Foreign accounts : Greek, Chinese and Arab writers.

2- Pre-history and Proto-history

Man and Environment— geographical factors. Hunting and gathering (Paleolithic and
Mesolithic).; Beginning of agriculture (Neolithic and Chalcolithic).

Indus Valley Civilization—origin, date, extent, characteristics, decline, survival and
significance.

Iron age ; Second urbanisation.

3- Vedic Period
Migrations and settlements ; dating the Vedic — Literary and archaeological,
evidences, evolution of social and political institutions ; religious and philosophical
ideas, rituals and practices.

4- Period of Mahajanapadas
Formation of States ( Mahajanapadas ) ; Republics and Monarchies ; rise of urban
centres ; trade routes ; economic growth ; introduction of coinage ; spread of Jainism
and Buddhism ; rise of Magadha and Nandas.
Iranian and Macedonian Invasions and their impact.

5- Malayan Empire
Foundation of the Mauryan Empire, Chandragupta, Kautilya and Arthashastra ;
Ashoka ; Concept of Dharma ; Edicts ; Brahmi and Kharosthi scripts.
Administration ; economy ; architecture and sculpture ; external contacts.
Disintegration of the empire ; Sungas and Kanvas.

6- Post — Mauryan Period ( Indo — Greeks, Sakas, Kushanas, Western Kshatrapas )
Contact with outside world ; growth of urban centres, economy, coinage, development
of religions, Mahayana, social conditions, art and architecture, literature and science.

7- Early state and society — in Eastern India, Deccan and South India
Kharavela, The Satavahanas, Tamil States of the Sangam Age. Administration ;
economy, land grants, coinage, trade guilds and urban centres, Buddhist centres,
Sangam literature and culture; art and architecture.

8- Imperial Guptas and Regional States of India
Guptas and Vakatakas, Harsha, Administration, economic conditions, coinage of the
Guptas, land grants, decline of urban centres, Indian feudalism, caste system, position
of women, education and educational institutions — Nalanda, Vikramshila and
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Vallabhi, contact with neighbouring countries — Central Asia, South — East Asia and
China, Sanskrit literature, scientific literature, art and architecture.

The Kadambas, Gangas, Pallavas and Chalukyas of Badami — Administration, trade
guilds, Sanskrit literature and growth of regional languages and scripts; growth of
Vaishnava and Saiva religions. Tamil Bhakti Movement, Shankaracharya — Vedanta;
Institutions of temple and temple architecture.

Varmanas of Kamrup ; Palas and Senas, Rashtrakutas, Pratiharas, Kalachuri — Chedis
; Paramaras ; Chalukyas of Gujarat. Arab contacts — Ghaznavi Conquest, Alberuni.

The Chalukyas of Kalyana, Cholas, Cheras, Hoysalas, Pandyas — Administration and
local Government, growth of art and architecture, religious sects, Institution of temple
and Mathas, Agraharas, education and literature, economy and society, contact with
Sri Lanka and South — East Asia.

9- Research in History
Scope and value of History
Obijectivity and Bias in History
History and its auxiliary sciences
Avrea of research- proposed
Sources- primary/secondary in the proposed area of research
Modern Historical Writing in the Researcher’s area of research
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